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Texas city won’t define
when human life begins

Associgted Press

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas — The

resounding’ defeat of a clty-charter
ﬁendmem declaring thal' “hyman
ife begins at conception” shows
that Americans don't want City Hall
interfering with personal “beliefs,
opponents said yesterday,

The “Human Family Amend-
ment” had weighty support amo:
abortlon opponentsin Corpus

a heavily

who orms  abortions,
Calholr;d to support the pedtlofed

Some abortlon-rights activists
have sald those whos::oced against
the measure don't necessarily favor
& woman's right to abortion.

“But I think it also speaks to the
concern that difficult decisions
about when life begins and ends be
left to individuals, not governing

%8 bodies,” said Amanda Stukenberg,
ment of South Texans For

al e city

Wwhose name is Latin for “body of
Christ”

But 62 percent of the 30,007 resi-

denmwhovotedm&hnﬂafudwt

endum opposed the measure. About
24 percent of the City's registered
volers cast ballots,

“I think it's a mes-
sage to these peopmmn got
fo stop trying to cram thelr religious
beliefs down our throats via govern-
ment,” said Nan Pil » president

. of the city’s League of Women Vot-
ety - :

“No one wants City Hall to be
telling us what we believe,” sald
Helen Wilk, the treasurer of Citi.
zens United for Charter Integrity,

“We felt that this waga statement
of personal belief based on religious
interpretation, and while anyone
has the right to hold that belief, it
Eovern Eh e coouneat tat

e e commu.
e

The proposed amendment would
nothavchadlhefomotlaw. but

feared it would be used

opponents
to promote ordinances
prom regulating

Drawing on language from the
Declaration of Independence, it
ap})ly to “all
amily, re-
less of development, phys-
or mental condition, race, or pa-
ﬂ:ml orgn." It concluded glat
“human Life begins at co, on
and contlnues unti] natumlngggm”
The referendum was placed on
the ballot through a petition drive
last summer organized by Tracy
Cassidy, a 30-year-old lawyer and
chairwoman of the Human Family
Committee, She 'has said the
amendment was meant to be
4 statement of principle,

Roman Catholic Bishop Rene

- Gracida was amo: the first to sign

the petition, which obtained more
than the 6,500 signatures
in less than two weeks, Gracida,
who has excommunicated two abor.
tion-clinic employees and a doctor




